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 2013 NATIONAL INFLUENZA VACCINATION WEEK  
This year’s National Influenza Vaccination Week (NIVW) is 
December 8-14, 2013. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) has designed a media toolkit to provide 
information, recommended strategies, and resources to 
help engage media and encourage seasonal flu vaccination. 
 
CDC HEALTH DISPARITIES & INEQUALITIES REPORT 2013 
In 2011, CDC presented the first Health Disparities and 
Inequalities Report, which assessed disparities across a wide 
range of diseases, behavioral risk factors, environmental 
exposures, etc. CDC has just released their second report, 
which includes seasonal influenza vaccination coverage in 
the U.S. for 2009-10 and 2010-11.  
 
ERRORS IN ACIP FLU VACCINE RECOMMENDATIONS 
In the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ 
2013-14 flu vaccination recommendations, three errors 
occurred. CDC has published corrections. 
 
MICHIGAN IMMUNIZATION TIMELY TIPS NEWSLETTER  
The fall 2013 issue of the MI Immunization Timely Tips 
newsletter has been released. This issue features influenza 
resources, including information on the influenza sentinel 
provider program, and other important immunization news. 
 
AVIAN INFLUENZA A (H7N9) ARTICLES 

 Eurosurveillance: Spatial and temporal analysis of 

human infection with avian influenza A(H7N9) virus in 

China, 2013  

o Three spatio-temporal clusters of cases were 

detected 

 Novartis bird flu jab shows early promise 

o 400-person trial 

o 85% achieved protective immune response after two 

doses of MF59-adjuvanted vaccine, without 

adjuvant 6% achieved the same level of response 

 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

H5N1 AVIAN INFLUENZA JOURNAL AND NEWS ARTICLES  

 Indonesian woman dies of bird flu 

 Avian influenza A (H5N1) virus antibodies in pigs and 

residents of swine farms, southern China 

INFLUENZA-RELATED NEWS ARTICLES  

 New technology shows promise in taking the guesswork 

out of vaccine development 

 Massachusetts is top state in flu vaccination rates 

 New Zealand experiences mild flu season 

INFLUENZA-RELATED JOURNAL ARTICLES 

 AJPH: Statewide pandemic influenza vaccination 

reminders for children with chronic conditions 

o University of Michigan researchers collaborated with 

MDCH to evaluate a statewide flu vaccination 

reminder campaign conducted using MCIR during the 

H1N1 pandemic in 2009-10 

o Reminders were associated with increased H1N1 and 

seasonal flu vaccination rates 

 Fear the flu, not the shot: Influenza vaccination and 

Guillain-Barré Syndrome 

 Characterization of regional influenza seasonality 

patterns in China, implications for vaccination strategies 

o China seems to have complex flu season patterns 

o Research suggests need to stagger timing of 

vaccination in three broad epidemiological regions 

 Virology Journal: Influenza A penetrates host mucus by 

cleaving sialic acids with neuraminidase 

 The complex relationship of real-space events and 

messages in cyberspace: Case study of influenza and 

pertussis using tweets 

o Analyzed influenza, pertussis tweets of 11 US cities 

o Correlation between weekly aggregated tweets and 

disease occurrence stronger for flu than pertussis 

o ‘Flu’ tweets more strongly correlated with flu-like 

illness rates than ‘influenza’ tweets 

FLU WEBSITES    
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www.flu.gov 
http://vaccine.healthmap.org/ 
 

 
  

 FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for 

informational and communication purposes.  Please feel 

free to distribute widely.  Archived editions of FluBytes 

are available here and MI FluFocus archives are here.  

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/nivw/nivw_media_toolkit_2013.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/su6203a11.htm?s_cid=su6203a11_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6245a9.htm?s_cid=mm6245a9_w
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,4612,7-132-2942_4911_4914-66351--,00.html
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=20640
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=20640
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=20640
http://www.pharmatimes.com/Article/13-11-18/Novartis_bird_flu_jab_shows_early_promise.aspx
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/indonesian-woman-dies-of/890954.html
http://www.journalofclinicalvirology.com/article/S1386-6532(13)00408-3/abstract
http://www.journalofclinicalvirology.com/article/S1386-6532(13)00408-3/abstract
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/10/131028162804.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/10/131028162804.htm
http://vaccinenewsdaily.com/vaccine_development/328483-massachusetts-is-top-state-in-flu-vaccination-rates/
http://nz.news.yahoo.com/a/-/top-stories/19889632/new-zealand-experiences-mild-flu-season/
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2013.301662
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2013.301662
http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/813959?nlid=39183_785&src=wnl_edit_medp_nurs&spon=24
http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/813959?nlid=39183_785&src=wnl_edit_medp_nurs&spon=24
http://www.plosmedicine.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pmed.1001552
http://www.plosmedicine.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pmed.1001552
http://www.virologyj.com/content/10/1/321
http://www.virologyj.com/content/10/1/321
http://www.jmir.org/2013/10/e237/
http://www.jmir.org/2013/10/e237/
http://www.jmir.org/2013/10/e237/
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